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instance, the Descent of CHRIST into Hell. mysteries two complete series have lately been from ancient manuscripts, the Toivnley formed by the monks of Woodchurch, near Wakefield, and the different leading companies of that town; and the Coventry Mysteries, performed with like help of the trades in Coventry, by the Grey Friars of that ancient city. Both of these collections be gin with the Creation, and carry on the story in different pageants or sceness until the Judgment Day.
It will nut be supposed that these plays are free from the deformities of every other kind of literature of the times to which they are referred; nor that the performance of them was without a great deal more of the coarseness of an unrefined age, than would be tolerated now: neither need it be concealed that the theology therein embodied was sometimes rather Popish than Catholic. Still an inspection of those which are published will tend to raise them in our estimation in all these respects. There is often a high tone of morality apparent in them; and there is no hesitation to make them the vehicle of most important positive theology The first few lines of the Townley Mysteries will illustrate this remark.
Deus.   Ego sum Alpha et 0,  [^] I am the first and last also,
One GOD in majeste ; Marvelose, of myght mostt FADER, and SONNE, and HOLY GOOST,
One GOD in Trintye. I am without begynnynge, My Godhede hath none endyuge,
I am GOD in trow; One GOD in persons tare, Whych may never twynnyd be,
For I am GOD alone.
These lines will show how well the name Mysteries was appropriated to these plays. They will also give a favourable impression of their versification, though it ought to be added that the greater part of the mysteries are a far more complicated metre, and that they very successfully contend against the difficulties which it imposes on them.